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What a busy time for our little village. In June we had
the Wheelbarrow Gardens and Craft (see page 12) and
the Vintage Cars on the Green (see page 14). In July

we had Archive Day (see page 13).

August seems a bit quiet but then September turns into

a bumper month for things to do around Tostock.

We have the ever popular Art Show starting on the 2nd

(Preview night on the 1st). The Quiz Night on the 15th is

in a new format. Another Cars on the Green on 17th

September, and a Macmillan coffee morning on the 29th.

J

/{ Coming Soon J

Art Show 2nd and 3rd of September
(see back page)

Quiz Night Friday 15" September at 7.30 in the
Village Hall. Tickets are £10. (see page 3)

Cars on the Green Sunday 17th September at
12 noon.

Macmillan Coffee Morning 29th September
(see page 5)

STEM Day Saturday 21st October 2023

Fireworks NOT coming soon, it's been cancelled
(see page 16)
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,—[ Regulars }

L in the village hall

Coffee Mornings — Every 2" Tuesday of the month
from 10.30 am. In the village hall or on the Green.

Past & Present —Every 1% Tuesday of the month from
7.30 pm in the village hall

Bingo —Every last Tuesday of the month from 2.00 pm
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/—[Tostock Art Show

J

Friday night's, Preview Evening.

Diane Mathews: 07764 872900
Vanessa Malcom: 07912 419936
Email: tostockartshow@gmail.com

8

Visitor donations help us provide soft drinks, wine
and tasty canapés making this a very popular event.

See poster on back page for all the details.

The Art Show is a great weekend. A chance to
enjoy artworks from talented local artists, stock up
on greeting cards and chill out with family and
friends over tea and homemade treats. There is lots
to do building up to and during the Show.

We can never have too many helpers so if you are
interested in lending a hand please get in touch. If
you have helped in the past Vanessa and | will be in
touch. Everyone is welcome to come along to

]

([ ... New Locals )

There were six owl eggs in the box at
Woodend Green Cottage and just these
two fluffy babies hatched. Pure delight
to watch as they were ringed and
weighed. They had big fat tummies;
Mum and Dad owl have done a grand
job. They should be fledged in about
three weeks.

Rosemary Lister

J

(7| Mobile Library |

The mobile library will be in Tostock on
August 11th and September 6th at the
following times -

Perkins Way 15.40 - 16.00
Gardners Arms 16.05 - 16.25

A

J

Tostock Village Hall

Your Local Venue

Competitive Rates of Hire
WiFi available

Round Tables

Insured for up to 120 people
Good Parking

Marquees available for hire

Contact Doreen Buckle
01359 270605

or email tostocktvh@hotmail.co.uk
to reserve it for your event

\_

\
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fun *Quarey

s fri\rolit | % *:‘

Friday 15th September, Tostock Village Hall
From: 7.00pm — quiz starts 7.30pm

Glass of fizz on arrival — Plus a charity bar!

Tables of six at £10.00 per person, to include: cheese platter &
biscuits, plus a bottle of red and a bottle of white wine per table

Following the quiz there will
be music and mingling!

Email: slprescott@hotmail.com
Or call Stuart Prescott: 07957 927632

All proceeds to Dementia UK




/—L Tostock Past & Present Society N

We enjoyed a very good meeting in June when Pip Fletcher gave
a talk on her family connections to the Von Trapp’s. It was
enlightening to discover the true story and compare it to the film
of the Sound of Music.

On July 8th the Tostock Archives were on display and
elsewhere in the Chronicle there is a separate write up.

We look forward to our September meeting when Clive Stevens
will be returning. Clive was very well received on his previous
visit last year.

The Future

Unfortunately the Society is facing a difficult financial situation. Our financial
forecast shows a deficit by the end of 2024 of over £200.

Put simply the membership will need to make some difficult decisions at the
November AGM.

Already in 2023 we have increased our membership fee by 50% and to survive
we would need to increase our membership by one third. At the present time the
committee does not feel this is viable. If we look at the other members of the
Suffolk History Society it seems that quite a few societies are struggling with some
showing no programme going forward.

Maybe after 36 years we have to accept that the Society in its current format is no
longer viable.

For further information please get in touch.

Anthony Scully (Chairman) email a.r.scully@btinternet.com
P

Speakers for Tostock Past & Present Society 2023 (7:30 pm in the Village Hall)

September 5th- Clive Stevens The Friendly Invasion - Part 2

October 3rd - The Samaritans

November 7th - AGM + Helen Simmons The Battle of Fornham:17th October 1173
This meeting will be followed by the AGM

December 5th — Jim Langlois & Anthony Scully Tostock Archives

Tostock have a few friendly fixtures arranged which will take us up to October when the Bury
League games start.

August September
Thursday 10 — Cockfield — home Monday 11 — Hitcham — away
Thursday 17 — Horringer — home — 2pm Thursday 21 — Hitcham — home

All games are a 7.30pm start unless otherwise stated.

We would welcome a few more Tostock residents to our Club sessions — our Club started in the
1980’s — some clubs have unfortunately folded due in part to covid, so if you haven't tried carpet
bowls please come along — give Keith or myself and ring — 270364 or

Doreen Buckle



It's time for
a Macmillan

Coffee
Morning

and you're invited ..

Let's do whatever it takes -
to support people living with cancer. 5

Place:  OAK APPLES, LEYSRD
pDate:  29th SEPTEMBER

Time: 10-12
Contact: DIANNE or ARTHUR.
01359 271127
N C o TA Registered with
MacmiLLA O3l RN

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of Man {604). Also operating in Northern Ireland. MAC19431_Poster2




/—[ St Andrew’s Church Tostock ]

Benefice of Pakenham, Norton & Tostock
with Great Ashfield, Hunston & Stowlangtoft

Rector Revd Katherine Valentine Tel 01359 235095

Email kavalentine677@gmail.com

Website for more details of all our churches - including
Tostock - see the national Church of England
website www.achurchnearyou.com

Our benefice Church magazine is also available online
at www.vcnews.org.uk

/TALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL - Bring your pet to church!
ANNUAL OUTDOOR PET SERVICE SUNDAY 27TH AUGUST, 11AM at ST ANDREW'’S

Everyone is welcome to come to this special service when we give thanks for all animals,
and especially our pets. All types of pets welcome - large and small. The service is
informal - but it would be wonderful to see all your special animal companions, and each
one will receive a blessing as we give thanks to God for all the joy, comfort and fun they
bring us. We will be outside in the churchyard so there is plenty of room - please bring
your own chairs.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

St Andrew’s Tostock 24th September 11am. All welcome to come and join in this
traditional annual thanksgiving to God for all his gifts to us in creation and pray for
farmers and home and abroad. As we give thanks for all those who produce the food on
our plates we pray for those who have a daily struggle to find or grow enough to eat to
provide for their families. Please bring gifts of non-perishable foods and these will be
donated to the Women’s Aid centre.

CONFIRMATION

There will be a Deanery Confirmation on Sunday 15th October at Stanton when Bishop
Mike, Bishop of Dunwich will be coming. If anyone is interested in being confirmed, when
you can affirm your baptismal vows for yourself - and you are never too old! - please
\contact Revd Katherine on the number or email above as soon as possible.

Our monthly Coffee Mornings are getting bigger and better, but so far we
have had only one on the Green, due to the weather. The next date is
Tuesday, August 8" at 10:30 am when we shall hope to be on the Green
again. The Church Council would like to thank everyone who came in July,
when £107 was raised for Church funds and also to thank everyone who
makes the delicious cakes, sausage rolls and cheese scones ! If you haven’t
tried them yet, do come and join us on August 8".

* On Sunday August 27" the annual Pet Service will be held in the Church
Yard at 11am, (if wet, in Church ). All four-legged friends are very welcome, to come for a
blessing and a treat ! We have had chickens and guinea pigs too, so all pets are welcome, just
bring your owners along.

Advance Notice — the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust is holding the annual Bike Ride on
Saturday September 9". It would be wonderful if more people could ride to raise funds for
St.Andrew’s Church. The Sponsorship forms will be on the table at the back of the Church —
please take one and get as many sponsors as possible and ride to visit

lots of churches, or as many as you can manage, every one helps ! Jeanne O’Reilly

J
\

J

J
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/—[ St Andrew’s Church Tostock J

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2023 CHURCH SERVICES

Our beautiful and ancient church is open every day for visitors and private prayer.

-
AUGUST 6TH 9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Holy Communion (BCP) Norton
10am Family@Church HOLIDAYS Pakenham
AUGUST 13TH  10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Tostock
9.30am Morning Worship Great Ashfield
11am Holy Communion Pakenham
6pm Evensong Norton
AUGUST 20TH 11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Pakenham
11am Family Communion Great Ashfield
11am Morning Worship Norton
6pm Evensong Tostock
AUGUST 27TH 12TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.30am TOAST Great Ashfield
9.30am Family Communion Norton
11am Morning Worship Hunston
11am PET SERVICE Tostock
SEPTEMBER 3RD 13TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8am Holy Communion Norton
10am Family@Church BACK TO SCHOOL Pakenham
SEPTEMBER 10TH 14TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Tostock
10.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL Great Ashfield
11am Family Communion Pakenham
6pm Evensong Norton
SEPTEMBER 17TH 15TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Pakenham
11am Family Communion Great Ashfield
11am HARVEST FESTIVAL Norton
3pm HARVEST FESTIVAL Stowlangtoft
6pm Evening Prayer & Praise Tostock
SEPTEMBER 24TH 16TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9.30am TOAST Great Ashfield
9.30am Family Communion Norton
11am HARVEST FESTIVAL Hunston
% 11am HARVEST FESTIVAL Tostock

Services at Romney Cottage, The Green, Tostock.

All are welcome to this informal worship where we sing and pray together for our village, and enjoy
refreshments afterwards. Usually on the third Monday morning of the month at 10:00 am.




Tostock Church School ]

Class A at Tostock school as photographed in 1919,
It shows: back row, Willie Randall, Brian Mulley,
Mollie Mulley, Cissie lw:gn‘a)l. Dot:’nll M:rllmé moldﬁlle
i , Ket Jordan, Will , Vera Friend, ve
Some phOtOS from the Archives g!:rltt. Bobby Everitt, Vera mﬂln; bottom row, Joan
Mulley, Leila Mulley, Jimmy Finch, Betty Randall,
Nancy Wignal and teacher Miss Knock. This picture
has been loaned to us by Mr L. Murton, of 127 York
poad. Bury. 8

BURY FHREE FPHESS, Inhursaay, April 15, 19/6

Tostock School in 1928. Back row, A. Austin, G. Everitt, T. Phillips, D. Mulley,
B. Randall, P. Sturman, R. Everitt, E. Everitt; middle row,
Allington, M. Barnes, G. Pamment,

M. Phillips, P. Friend, L. Randall,
I. Sturman, M. Murton, D. Murton, P. Borlay, V.

oy
C. Phillps, L. Durrant; front, S. Jackson, G. Phillips, R. , E. 3
,\ P.Everlti, A. Barnes, J. Pamment. G. Alfing # TN e s

on. This picture has been loaned to § o
: ¥ wich, who is fourth in the back row. o ; Y o Nunn.’ol B




/—[ Tostock Church School }

During the 1940’s additional accommodation had to be found, especially when
Mrs Marsh arrived with school children from London. The house on the corner of
The Leys and The Green, known as Green End, was originally a Reading Room
or Day Room for the village. This was taken over as a classroom. The school
was also used for social events especially on Friday evenings. Whist drives and
dances were held to raise money for a Welcome Home Fund for returning
servicemen.

It remained a school until 1945 and due to the problem in finding teachers the
authorities decided to close it. The children then had to go to school at EImswell
by bus.

It was at this point the
residents of Tostock
started to raise money
to buy the school and

V,"f " q '. /Tmtees of Toltock Village Hall : use It e el Vi”age ha"

4@0’ A receipt is held within
£707, 1 e purchase mone; respec
/ I SR the archives which

identifies the purchase
of the Tostock Village
School from the
Ministry of Education
for the sum £700 in
1955.

The third part of the story will cover the school as the Village Hall and then its
transformation into a private home.

8th March, ) /9554

Jim Langlois
To Be Continued..




,—[ Tostock STEM Day }

Saturday 21st October 2023 in the Village Hall 1pm to 4pm

| have no exhibition planned this year but will be running a Tostock STEM day on
Sat 21st October in the Village Hall - like the last one in 2019 - for 6 to 12 year
olds. Free of charge.

Some ideas for activities:

« All about Magnets

Water experiments

Make a balloon powered car
Bubbles

Coin battery

Renewable Energy

Make a snake firework

Water rockets

Understanding how door locks work

If you have children / or know of children who would like to take part please let me
know.

As always we will be asking for adult help!

Thanks

John Parnum

STEM Ambassador
johnparnum@yahoo.com

Andrew Binghowm

Dip. F.D. M.B.I.E.

ANDREW BINGHAM INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

THE NUTSHELL, MILTON ROAD SOUTH,
STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK, IP14 1EZ

www.stowmarketfunerals.co.uk 01 449 771 666

10
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

ECO SWEEP

CHIMNEY SERVICES

* NEW POWER SWEEPING METHOD USED
FOR A MORE THOROUGH CHIMNEY CLEAN
THAN BRUSHES.

» INDUSTRIAL HEPA FILTERED VACUUM.

» FULLY INSURED.

» INSURANCE RECOGNIZED CERTIFICATES ISSUED.

» SPOTLESS, RELIABLE AND FRIENDLY SERVICE.

» ALL CHIMNEYS,WOODBURNERS, AGA, BOILER
FLUES SWEPT.

» GUILD OF MASTER SWEEPS CERTIFICATED MEMBER.

Power sweeping

comean Before During After
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

TELZO155982 30355

\

TOSTOCK TENNIS CLUB
: WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

| COMMITTEE 2023

CHAIRMAN- FREDDIE WALTON
TREASURER/MEMBERSHIP - ELIZABETH DUNN
SECRETARY - SUSIE WALTON

COMMITTEE MEMBERS -
JOHN AND LIZ ADAMS AND NIGEL KAINES

. J

s N

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2022-23

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP £40
COUPLES MEMBERSHIP £25
ADULT (SINGLE) MEMBERSHIP £15
CHILDRENS MEMBERSHIP (U16S) £5

GUEST COURT FEES — ADULTS £2, CHILDREN £1

. J

WE WOULD ENCOURAGE FEES TO BE PAID BY BACS BUT CASH AND CHEQUES ARE
ALSO ACCEPTED
BANK DETAILS - ACCOUNT: 01082391 AND SORT CODE: 30-91-49
PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME AS REFERENCE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE
CLUB OR WOULD LIKE TO CONTACT US, CALL OR EMAIL -

ELIZABETH DUNN (01359 270270) - ETDI@TALKTALK.NET
OR
SUSIE WALTON (07793 406076) - SUSTEWALTON85@ GMAIL. COM

N J J
« M
A
Com dSS V&S PA)
P
Pest Management
Rats/Mice
Farms Moles
Pubs Squirrels
Warehouses Rabbits
Industrial F
Restaurants | Soxes
D ) Bird Control
DT Insects/Bugs
Wasps/Hornets
Family run business with over 25 years experience, priding ourself on a professional and
friendly service.
Available 7 days a week.
Contact Robert for a free quote on 07544 367645.
compasspest@hotmail.com

g Covering Suffolk and surrounding areas. )

11
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/—[ Wheelbarrow Gardens and Crafts }

Firstly, | want to thank everyone who attended The
Craft and Wheelbarrow event at The Church on
18th June. | think everyone enjoyed it and thankfully
the weather was kind to us. It was a real village /
community event.

| especially want to thank all those who took the
time to plant their barrows and transport them to
The Church, it was quite a stunning display.

Thanks also to the wonderful display of crafts in The
Church, who knew we had such talent in Tostock.
These things never just happen on their own | have so many thanks to send.
Rosemary Lister for organising The Tea Tent, Jon and Janet Walker for
providing the famous Tostock Fudge and Chutney, Sharon and Evan Markell for
all their help with the plant stall and organising the parking. "The Marquee Men"
who put up and took down the marquee. Liz Dunn, who did a wonderful job
with the book stall and raffle. All the ladies who made cakes etc and helped out
with the teas. Gail Moyle for her support over the whole event and anyone else |
have forgotten; it just goes to show
what a small village can do and to
top it all off we make a grand total of
£584.17 towards Church funds.
Thank you all once again.

We're hoping that the very popular
Open Gardens will return next
summer, with a different theme in
The Church.

S

Our next event will be the annual Art Show, | hope
you will all be able to support this event.

12



/—[ Tostock Archive Day } >

On the 8th July the Tostock Past and Present Society held a Tostock Archives
Open Day at the Village Hall. For the past year work had been carried out on the
archives to make them more accessible and easier to read. This has created in
excess of 30 binders plus scrap books. There is a wealth of historic information
dating back to the 1800’s to the present day covering all aspects of village life
and houses.

The open day was well attended by
over 60 people. Not only villagers
but visitors who had links to family
who were either born in Tostock or
moved to it. Of special mention is
the Mulley family and relatives of
Jean Wheeler (our last post
mistress). It was wonderful to see
the enjoyment on people’s faces as
they delved into the archives,
especially when seeing pictures of
— relatives from years ago or indeed
themselves I certainly enjoyed talking to everyone and gained more information.

For those who were unable to attend, we will endeavour to have another open
day. Please come and have a look even if you have just moved to the village as
you will at least be able to see the history on the house you are living in and help
to update the records. It must be -

remembered that the archives are
not only for the past but for the
present day and future. Today’s
news is tomorrow’s history.

This is a good opportunity to give
a call out for any documentation,
pictures, or stories that you
consider would be good to have in
the archives please contact us. If
you do not want to separate with
the originals then we can arrange
for them to be copied.

On the 5™ December commencing at 7.30pm in the Village Hall we will be
showing converted slides taken within the village from mid-1960’s to the 1990’s.
Should be an interesting evening for all.

THIS IS YOUR HISTORY

Jim Langlois and Anthony Scully
iimlanglois@btinternet.com a.r.scully@btinternet.com

13
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/—{ Vintage Cars on the Green }

The village was treated to a large
display of vintage cars on the evening
of the 22" June, and as usual
arranged by Steve Gardner, landlord
of the Gardners pub. Steve also had
an outside bar for the evening with a
barbecue which was well attended.

This must have been the largest display of vintage cars to date on the Green. The
cars were parked from outside of the pub all the way down to the Crofts. There was
a large turnout to view these vintage cars so making it a fun evening.

The following photos are just a small sample of the cars on display.

Congratulations to Steve for organising the event.

Jim Langlois

14




/—[Tostock Village Hall News J ~

to attend. The Committee was pleased to welcome David
Blundell as our new Parish Council Representative and we
look forward to building close working relationships with
Tostock Parish Council.

e The Village Hall's most recent Committee Meeting took
\b o place on 3" July 2023 - many thanks to all who were able

Our next Committee Meeting will take place on Monday,
9™ October 2023. If you have any matters relating to the village hall or its playing fields
that you would like to be discussed at our meetings, please email
tostockvillagehall@outlook.com.

For all booking enquiries, please email

-

New to the village or wanting to get fully up to speed on the Village
Hall Improvement Project?

We want to make sure that everyone is able to continue to have their say
and be involved with the Village Hall Improvement Project.

As many of you may recall, in 2021 we carried out an extensive village wide
survey to understand your views on the improvements needed to enhance the
Village Hall. If you are new to the village and would like to complete this
questionnaire, please email us on and we can
send you a copy of the questionnaire to complete. This information continues to
remain vital to the future decisions that will need to be made on how we shape
improvements to the hall.

Additionally, in 2022 we held a village information session in the hall where
everyone was invited to see displays of the initial ideas and plans for the future
improvement of the hall, as well as meet with the Architect and the Village Hall
Committee’s team who have been involved in the project. If you were not able to
attend this session, you can see all of the information which was presented via

This includes your chance to outline views on which of
the design concepts you prefer.

What is the latest update? The primary focus of the current phase of the
improvement project is centred around identifying and applying for potential
sources of funding. This is a long and uncertain process and it will probably not be
until early next year before we are clearer on the money that may be available to
fund the project.

In order to progress several of the grant applications we need to have planning
permission in place so we will be making a planning application in the next few
months. We will publish details of this application once it is finalised but clearly our
ability to complete the work is entirely dependent on the amount of funding that we
can secure. We will continue to keep you posted.

. J

Cont..
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/—[ Tostock Village Hall News (cont..) J \

- -
The 43" Tostock Art Show will be held over the weekend of

TOS"'OOk 2" _ 3" September 2023, with the popular Preview Evening
taking place on Friday, 1% September 2023.

Art Show =P th Lk

See back page for further information.

The Jubilee Trees in the village hall’s playing fields are starting
~  #eys o look very established in their new home. Many thanks to all
+ of the people who helped plant these trees earlier in the year
v 4 ‘Lf and who are ensuring that they have regular water during the
a Summer months.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Tostock Fireworks is to take a break in 2023 - a decision has been made
to not hold this years village fireworks event, with the break allowing for a
considered review of the organising of the evening. The team of volunteers,
who run this popular family and village event, very much intend for Tostock
Fireworks to return in the coming years.

J

4 . -
Fun I«‘|°i(-“("e\ EWWW- By Design

Stretel ‘ Diffuser oils, wax melts, candles &
Streten
novelty seasonal products

Pilates

Cavendish Hall, :
Thurston IP313RU
Monday 9:30am
Tuesday 10:00am

Tostock Village Hall
Norton Road
IP30 O9FT

Wednesday
9:30am

fragrances

Would you like a fun, informal, relaxed fitness session
to start your day? If yes, this class is for you.

There will be floor work - Please bring your own mat.

www.earth-sent.com
Kirsteen_ellis@hotmail.com 07913 088630
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CRACKNELLS GARAGE

of Thurston

Grocery/Convenience Store
e Local meat, fruit and veg

o Newspapers, lottery, freshly baked bread
e Pet food, bird food, coal, logs, kindling

o Water softener, salt tablets and blocks

Open 7 days for fuel and shop

All usual workshop facilities
MOTs e Servicing e Repairs

01359 270 256

www.cracknellsgarage.co.uk

S
R
—-—

Foot Health Practitioner
Camilla L Burt

BSc Podiatry, MAFHP, MCFHP

Providing friendly, professional foot care in the
comfort of your own home

-Callus/Corns
-Thickened/Fungal Nails
-Ingrown Toenails
-Heel Fissures
-Verrucae
-Diabetic Foot Care

Tel: 07873 960 858

17

. MOT and

Servicing Centre
Car Sales e Van Sales e Motorbike Sales
Car Hire e Van Hire

All makes serviced & repaired
MOT’s at affordable prices

Opening times
Mon-Fri 8.00am — 5.30pm
Sat 9.00am — 4.00pm

01359 271180
07850 788 889
GL Cars Limited

Place Farm, Church Road,
Tostock P30 9PG

Email gl.cars@btconnect.com
www.gl-cars.co.uk

| can’t wait forever for
you to play with me ...



tel:07850%20788%20889
mailto:glcars@btconnect.com

e |
CountryL.ife
/—[ untry™t J D. Poole Number 52\

A Mr Bob Copping has sent down some material with the intentions of it being published
in one of my Countrylife editions, hoping it will get through to me, in which case it certainly
has. My thanks very much to Doreen Buckle who has passed it on. If some of you are old
enough you may remember Bob who lived in Tostock in his early years, 1933 — 1949.
Interest wise, Bob and myself are very much alike (two of a kind), we are both into birding
and wildlife, both very conscientious. Although he is a little older than me, on all
accounts, he seems to be a little bit of a “rumon” as they say in Suffolk or a rascal, and a
scallywag. His favourite hunting ground being the Tostock Low Meadows, whereas mine
was the Sicklesmere Low Meadows | spent as a youngster. The Tostock Low Meadows
Bob refers to was called Grove Farm and is nowadays The Blackbourn Nature Reserve
owned by Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

Here is Bob’s plan of the area he calls Low Meadows and some pictures.

K owin & LocALs
IO ¢ K how MEAbon S,
TOITOCIN hO

'-1»{ FiRpme AlsA

The Tostock end
of the Low
Meadows, taken
from the
railway line,
as it was from
1940s
to 1970s (flooded
in middle picture)

Low Meadows
taken from the
same Spot in
2008

Cont..
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r—[CountryLife } 2

Bob, my school days 1939-1948 moved to Stowmarket 1949. Started work and 2 years
National Service. During the spring/summer months | used to spend a lot of time bird
nesting, covering local haunts of the naturalist The Rev. Julian Tuck. He died the year |
was born 1933. He had a large collection of birds eggs (six cabinets) and also many
stuffed birds, all of which are now housed in the Ipswich Museum. My favourite was an
extensive marsh we call Tostock Low Meadows. It was, in fact, in Norton, the railway line
being the borderline. This marsh was easily reached from our house using the footpaths.
There were very few gateways leading to individual fields on this marsh. Small dykes,
which led from the main river, were often the only way from field to field, and sometimes a
fallen tree would act as a bridge. Invariably | would be alone, losing all track of time not
having the luxury of a watch. Mother often said (don’t be late for dinner 12.30). When | did
eventually get home, most times it would be slightly dried having been kept warm in the
oven next to the fire. | always enjoyed my food, as they were hungry times. During the
winter months, with the river so congested with vegetation, these marshes often flooded.
When the harsh frosts came they froze over and the village children would go sliding on
the many acres of ice, not having to worry of falling in as it was always about 1ft thick.

The bird nesting, the sliding over the ice and lovely smell of the
smoke from the steam trains drifting over these marshes will
always be unforgettable.

Cont..

} Cavendish Hall *

Thurston IP313RU ». A The local solution

Monday 11:00am

Tuesday Ti:30am T to all your motoring needs

Thursday 5:00pm
Tostock Village Hall Open 6 days a week
Norton Road

1P30 9FT / ’ MOT Testing

Wednesday a1 by 3 Tyres - Exhausts - Servicing - Bulbs
Diagnostics - Clutches - Cambelts -

Batteries - Wipers - Mechanical Repairs -

Wheel Alignment - Loan Car

Friendly and Qualified Staff and much
Gentle on the joints, yet effective. Paracise flows smoothly

through
mmuWMmmmwwm more!
whilst impoving muscle memory.

Fabulous music and innovative choreography leave you | Credit and Debit cards accepted

feeling refreshed and invigorated.

45 minutes and no floor work. ; ’ 01 359 230097

Can be done seated. £5aclass ) .
kirsteen_ellis@hotmail.com 07913 088630 Andys Auto Fix, Woolpit Road,

Norton, IP31 3LU
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Early days breeding birds down the Low Meadows were Snipe, Lapwings, plus a good
selection of other birds. Made regular visits again late 1960’s to mid 1970’s, nesting
newcomers, Red Shank, Teal, Coot and Little Grebe but no Snipe. April/May 1970 heard
call of Little Grebe, found nest in a dyke a distance from the river, bred successfully.
Winter 1970 estimated count 300 Teal on shallow flooded marsh. 1971 the following
breeding season found nest of Teal with 9 eggs (one of the most difficult nests to find).
Return visit found nest/eggs destroyed by light grazing cattle. 1971 a pair of Red Shanks
present all season, mating observed, no nest found, probably come to the same fate as
the Teal. April/May 1971 two pairs of Canada Geese attempted to breed for the first time,
one nest at the Norton end on the riverbank, second nest Tostock end amongst dead
branches of a fallen tree. Both sets of incubated eggs were taken by mindless persons,
birds not seen again. Most years early spring, shallow flooding. Mallard ducks nested in
Pollarded tree hollows, one nest contained 22 eggs, the result of two females to one male.
Only Tawny Owls were found in similar trees. 1971 one solitary white front goose. A
Kingfisher nested in large roots of a fallen tree, very unusual place. Reed Buntings very
common. No Nightingales heard
throughout. River dredged in the mid
70’s. Dykes dried up and birds
decreased. Later fishing lakes were made
and a tree planting project started. Here
are some of my photographs of birds that
Bob saw in the early 60’ s and 70’s.

3

Red Shank

NN e

ittle Gr

I've already mentioned that Bob was a little bit of a “rumon” and he wrote a book called
The Tostock Scalliwag” (2008) Here are two of his tales he sent me from the book.
Goose eggs. The boy | stopped from getting a further hiding for some reason pelting me
with stones. He was on the School corner and | was in New Road and he was near his
house in Church Road. Not being as good at stone throwing as myself, | avoided getting
hit. | told him to stop, which didn’t seem to register at all, telling him that if | threw a stone
at him | would hit him. | was so provoked | threw my first stone, which hit him in the face
breaking the left lens of his glasses. With that he hurried indoors. | thought (I’'m in for a
lot of bother) and | must admit | was worried of the outcome. Nothing materialised that
day. The next day during school dinner break, playing in the playground, along came the
boy’s mother. A short little woman approached the paled wooden fence and beckoned to
me, | went to her a bit sheepish like. She said "Bobby, | want to whisper something” so,
head on one side, | leaned towards her and at that moment she hit me on the side of my
head with a rotten goose egg saying (that’s for breaking my boy’s glasses). | had to go
home and get cleaned up, as the smell and mess were dreadful. | thought I got off lightly
considering. As | have stated before, | mostly hit my target when | threw stones. | don’t

suppose he told his mother that he started the stone throwing.

& Nightingale .

Turtle
Dove

Yellow
Hammer

Reed Buntingj .
\ Cont../
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Bob'’s second yarn — Raining Frogs. One day | went to a farm at Norton where they were
carting corn from the field, | was only there for the rides, | think. Anyhow, we had just
arrived back in the field with an empty wagon a large black storm cloud came along. It
started to pelt down so we all made shelter in the farm. The storm soon passed over and
we made our way back to the wagon. All around the wagon and the wagon floor which
was at least 4 or 5 feet from the ground, were thousands of tiny frogs, country folk call
them “freshers”. | asked the old farm workers where the frogs had come from and they
said they came with the storm, and to them didn’t seem unusual. When | left school |
wanted to be a farm worker but father had better things in mind so a carpenter and joiner
| became. Well done Bob | hope you will be satisfied, and many thanks for the material
you sent down to me. You will be pleased to know right up to this present day hardly a
day go by when | don’t go down to the Blackbourn Nature Reserve so | thought | would
conclude with some of my photographs showing the present day hot spots of birds and
mammals that | can almost guarantee | will see down there throughout the year starting
in January right through until December whenever | go there.

£ )
APN. WARDROBES

MADE TO MEASURESLIDING WARDROBE SYSTEMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED

WALL TO WALL
IDEAL FOR HOME OFFICE
FLOOR TO CEILING

MAKE 100% USE OF SPACE
ANGLED CEILINGS
10 YEAR GUARANTEE

A WIDE RANGE OF FINISHES
MATCHING FURNITURE

BESPOKE INTERIORS TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

CONTACT

ANDY NICE

For a free no obligation quote
PHONE: 01359 271727 MOB: 07747 846562
WEBSITE: www.apn wardrobes.co.uk
EMAIL: andynice@btinternet.com

- , , )

Rothwells

Carpet & Stone Floor Cleaning
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Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Floor, Upholstery,
Rugs
A few points that make us stand out -

e 100% satisfaction or it's FREE.
e Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993
e We're an honest local family firm.
e Our large truck mounted machines mean

more cleaning & drying power for the best

results possible.

e Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
e We will move the furniture.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell
for expert help today

01638 428060

www.rothwells.biz
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. J
S October/ November 2023
eo\"\ Please may | have your contributions on or kim.mars84@gmail.com
before 15" SEPTEMBER 07950 682 499

preferably in word format, much appreciated.
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~{ Contacts in our Community |—

[ Tostock Parish Councillors ]

Jane Storey (Ch)
Vanessa Malcom (VCh)

Roger Cross (T)
David Blundell (VH)

Sarah Cobbold (Poors)
Michael Bauly (Poors)
Paul Callow

Julian Kearsley

Glenn Lebbon

jane-storey@btconnect.com
vjmalcomtpc@outlook.com

roger.cross64@icloud.com
tostock.design@btinternet.com

sascobbold@icloud.com

paul_callow@hotmail.com
juliankearsley@btinternet.com
glenn@oakparkproperties.co.uk

[ Village Officers |

Tree Officer
Footpath Officer
Litter Picker

Vacant
Roger Cross
Oliver Holland

[ Poor’s Estate ]
Sharon Markell

01359 271190

[ St Andrews Church ]

Rector
Katherine Valentine kavalentine677@gmail.com 01359 235095
Church Wardens

Jeanne O’Reilly 01359 270337
Barney Harrison barneybees@hotmail.com
Bell Ringers Sue Marriott 01359 270143
 Village Hall |
Chair
Graham MacDowell crispincottage@hotmail.com
Hall Bookings

Doreen Buckle tostocktvh@hotmail.co.uk 01359 270605

Bingo Diane Brewer 01359 271127
Book Club Julie Harrison 01359 270247
Brownies Krystie 07975 556448
Carpet Bowls Doreen Buckle 01359 270605
Cribbage Jim Langlois 01359 270456
Crochet Sarah Reader reader-family@tiscali.co.uk
Past & Present Anthony Scully 01359 270482
Rainbows Krystie 07975 556448
Tennis Club

Elizabeth Dunn ejd1@talktalk.net 01359 270270

Susie Walton susiewalton85@gmail.com 07793 406076

[ Village Map |

https://tostockpc.org.uk/our-village/tostock-village-map/

'8 )
More details and the latest up to
date information can be found on

our village website.
www.tostockpc.org.uk

. J
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Emergency Police/Fire/Ambulance 999 ]

Energy power failures

& Emergencies
Anglian water

Woolpit Health Centre

Out of Hours

West Suffolk Hospital

BMI Hospital

St Nicholas Hospice

>
<Y
s
0
®

Relate

Samaritans (free call)

Drugs Hotline

Citizens Advice Bureau

Non-emergency

Crime Stoppers

Councils

Suffolk County Council

08007 838866
08457 145145

01359 240298
111

01284 713000
01284 701371
01284 766133

01284 767305
116 123

0800 253 253
01284 753675

101
555

03456 066067

Mid Suffolk District Council 0300 1234000

Thurston Community College 01359230885

Norton Pre-school

The Gardners

Steve & Jill Gardner

Leisure

Cineworld
Theatre Royal
Apex

Picture House

Travel

Bus Timetable
Rail
Dial a Ride

01359 232736

01359 270460

0330 3334444
01284 769505
01284 758000
01284 754477

www.suffolkonboard.com

0845 7484950
01440 712048

The Tostock Chronicle is a bi-monthly newsletter for
the people of Tostock, published by the Tostock Parish
Council, and partially funded by advertising
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http://www.travel-galloway.com
mailto:crispincottage@hotmail.com
mailto:tostocktvh@hotmail.co.uk
http://gmail.com
mailto:ejd1@talktalk.net
mailto:susiewalton85@gmail.com

43rd Art Qhow

Weekend of 2nd & 3rd
September 2023 )

Saturday: 10am to 6pm

Sunday: 10am to S5pm PREV'EW
# St Andrew’s Church, EvEN'NG |

IP30 9PE

# Homemade cakes
and refreshments Friday 1st September

@ Greeting cards and prints /pm to 9pm
Opportunity to make

CONTACT: ‘ an early purchase
07764 872900 or 07912 419936
or tostockartshow@gmail.com

Wine & Canapés

24



